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such a critical situation?'   He did not reflect for a minute
but answered straight and immediately; 'No.    Of course
Marxism gives no reply to these last'questions.   It is a
historical analysis and the only real economic theory In
existence.   But it never claimed to answer these last ques-
tions.    What we call metaphysics to-day—because our
scientific work has not yet succeeded in penetrating its
intricacies—will be mere physics  to-morrow, when our
scientific work will have achieved more.   I do not believe
that science can answer all our questions.   Maybe It will
never answer the ultimate ones.   But at least we have to
go on searching all the time.   That is a human urge.   We
feel it, and should organize its satisfaction systematically.
Navigating north, we bring the point of our ship towards
the Great Bear—but we don't expect to reach this astro-
logical constellation.   But aiming for it assures us we get
to our destination.   I feel something similar about science
and the search for the secrets of life.   That Is my theoretical
belief.    In practice, and as regards our individual fate-
well, it seems to me that the only insurance against physical
mortality is striving for spiritual immortality.   That is done
by works and deeds of social usefulness, through which
your memory is gratefully preserved by your fellow-beings.
In the small circle of your family, "by your friends and chil-
dren.   In a wider sense by the community.5
Towards ten o'clock that night we were rung up from
the chief of the station, and Borovikov announced to me
that a petrol tank steamer, the Maikop from Tuapse, on the
Black Sea, which had brought fuel to some of the motor
ships in the Arctic, was returning to Murmansk that night
and would take me on board if I could be ready In two
hours. It was an abrupt end to my stay at Dicksoa, and
I regretted it. To let this chance go by would have been
foolish—It might have cost me four or five weeks of waiting,
which I could not afford. We went back to the main
harbour across the island. The Ice on the north coast was
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